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ready deprived of his liberty, and reduced to a level
with thieves and murderers? With what spirit, sir, will
he draw his sword upon his invaders, who has nothing to
defend ? Or why should he repel the injuries which will
make no addition to his misery, and will fall only on those
to whom he is enslaved ?

It is well known that gratitude is the foundation of our
duty to our country, and to our superiours, whom we are
obliged to protect upon some occasions, because, upon
others, we receive protection from them, and are main-
tained in the quiet possession of our fortunes, and the se-
curity of our lives. But what gratitude is due to his
country from a man distinguished, without a crime, by the
legislature, from the rest of the people, and marked out
for hardships and oppressions ? From a man who is con-
demned to labour arid to danger, only that others may fat-
ten with indolence, and slumber without anxiety? From
a man who is dragged to misery without reward, and
hunted from his retreat, as the property of his master ?

Where gratitude, sir, is not the motive of action, which
may easily happen in minds not accustomed to observe the
ends of government, and relations of society, interest never
fails to preside, which may be distinguished from grati-
tude, as it regards the immediate consequences of actions,
and confines the view to present advantages. But what
interest can be gratified by a man who is not master of his
own actions, nor secure in the enjoyment of his acquisi-
tions ? Why should he be solicitous to increase his pro-
perty, who may be torn from the possession of it in a mo-
ment? Or upon what motive can he act who will not be-
come more happy by doing his duty ?

Many of those to whom this bill is proposed to extend,
have raised fortunes at the expense of their ease, and at
the hazard of their lives ; and now sit at rest, enjoying* the
memory of their past hardships, and inciting others to the
prosecution of the same adventures- How will it be move
reasonable to drag these men from their houses, than to
seize any other gentleman upon his own estate ? and how
negligently will our navigation and our commerce be pro-